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PEER REVIEWER APPLICATION

Introduction and Instructions
National 4-H Headquarters, Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, USDA is requesting applications from those individuals interested in peer reviewing Programs of Distinction manuscripts from around the country.  Please note that this is a volunteer position, and reviewers donate their time for the review of manuscripts and peer reviewer training (conducted on the Web).  The Programs of Distinction review team is comprised of 4-H youth development educators and specialists, family and consumer science and human development educators and specialists, and other Extension professionals familiar with the field of youth development.  

Benefits to you as a reviewer include: 

· An opportunity to help select outstanding Cooperative Extension youth development programs for inclusion in the National 4-H Headquarters’ Programs of Distinction database. 
· An opportunity to network with other youth development and FCS professionals from around the country.

· A professional development experience to enhance your evaluation and program development skills.

· A valuable addition to your resume, vitae, or promotion and tenure file.

You should be able to: 

· Review and return the manuscripts submitted for Programs of Distinction in a timely manner—within 2 weeks.
· Make recommendations based on how well the submission meets established criteria.
· Provide specific comments that will be returned to the author.
· Serve as a peer reviewer for a minimum of one year (maximum of two years)
· Participate in a 2-hour web-based training
If you have questions about the Programs of Distinction process, please send an e-mail to Suzanne Le Menestrel, Ph.D., National Program Leader for Youth Development Research, slemenestrel@csrees.usda.gov  Please return the completed application as an attachment to an e-mail to POD@csrees.usda.gov, with “POD Reviewer Application” as the subject line.  Applications are due by January 16, 2007. Thank you!

1. Today's Date:      
2. Your Name:      
3. Your Title:      
4. Your Affiliation/Organization:      
5. Mailing Address:      
6. Telephone Number:      
7. Alternate Phone Number:      
8. Fax Number:      
9. E-Mail Address:      
10. What are the best ways to contact you? (Check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Telephone

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cell phone:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fax 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-Mail 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regular Mail

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
11. What is your current assignment? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

State 4-H program leader

 FORMCHECKBOX 

County agent/educator

 FORMCHECKBOX 

State administrator

 FORMCHECKBOX 

County administrator

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4-H foundation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

State specialist:      (please specify 4-H, family/consumer sciences, human development, evaluation, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Program assistant

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Special assignment

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Army project

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Student

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other:       (please specify)

12. What are your primary job responsibilities? 

     
13. Please describe your experience or background in any of the following areas: youth development programming, program design, program improvement, program evaluation, and other related activities. This can include experiences in your own organization or through prior jobs, trainings or workshops that you have attended, etc. (e.g., NAE4-HA; NEAFCS; AAFCS; NCFR; National 4-H Conference; etc.)

     
14. Please describe your prior peer review experience. This can include reviewing conference submissions, journal manuscripts, funding applications, and similar experiences. These experiences can be at the national, state, or local levels. 

     
15. Have you had any experience in the design, implementation, management, or evaluation of youth development programs with a family strengthening focus? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes: Please Describe      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

16. Below please describe any additional unique areas of expertise that you can contribute as a Programs of Distinction peer reviewer.

     
17. Below are the major Programs of Distinction categories under which we receive submissions. Please check all of those categories that you would feel most comfortable reviewing manuscripts in. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leadership, Citizenship, and Life Skills (e.g., workforce preparation, leadership development, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Science, Engineering and Technology Literacy (e.g., foods and nutrition, natural resources, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Healthy Lifestyles (e.g., health and fitness, healthy relationships, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Youth in Governance (e.g., youth and adult partnerships, youth action, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organizational Strategies (e.g., volunteer development, partnerships and grants, etc.)

18. Why would you like to volunteer as a Programs of Distinction peer reviewer?   

 FORMTEXT 

     
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN PROGRAMS OF DISTINCTION! 
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